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Editor-in-Chief Message

Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present the second edition of the Political Science

Department’s newsletter @aTe, which exemplifies the intellectual rigor and cultural awareness,
that are hallmarks of our institution. This edition offers a rich array of articles, thoughtfully
engaging with themes of academic and societal relevance.

The newsletter provides a comprehensive exploration of India’s socio-political, cultural,
and technological landscape. It delves into the significant milestone of 75 years of the Indian
Constitution, reflecting on its foundational principles and transformative role in shaping
India’s democratic ethos. The edition analyses the New Education Policy 2020 and its
transformative potential for India’s educational ecosystem. Geopolitical insights are provided
through comprehensive coverage of the Quad Summit 2024 and a nuanced discussion on
digital colonialism and cyber sovereignty, highlighting India’s strategic positioning in the
global digital arena.

Further, the newsletter pays homage to cultural icon like Guru Nanak, celebrating their
timeless wisdom and philosophical contributions. The data insights section offers an in-
depth analysis of electoral dynamics. Additionally, an incisive analysis of recent elections
covering the Maharashtra and Jharkhand Assembly elections, and the US Presidential
elections provide insights intro the complexities of democratic processes.

ThePress Freedom Index segment critically examines the state of media independence
and challenges. Cultural celebrations find their space with a detailed exploration of Chhath
Puja, showcasing the rich traditional practices that continue to bind communities. An
exclusive interview section with an expert on war artifacts, offering a unique perspective on
the interplay of history, diplomacy, and material culture, is a notable highlight. I commend
the department for curating such an insightful and comprehensive newsletter and extend
my best wishes for an enriching reading experience.

Warm regards,

- Prof. Krishna Sharma
Principal, PG.D.A.V. College
University of Delhi
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Editor Message

Dear Readers,

It is with immense pride and enthusiasm we present the second edition of our newsletter
4TS, a testament to our dedication to fostering dialogue and exchanging ideas that contribute
to societal and national progress.

This edition of the WaT& Bulletin is expression of our collective academic resolve for
mapping the vertiginous changes in the geo-economics and geo-strategies with discernible
shifts in the terms of trades and the referents of the national interests of the stake holders in
the comity of nations.

As we celebrate 75 years of the Indian Constitution, this moment invites reflection on
its extraordinary journey. More than a legal framework, the Constitution embodies ideals of
justice, liberty, and equality, steering the evolution of our democracy in post-independence
Indian.

The present issue encapsulates the foundational imaginings of the political economy
and the interlinkages between the heritage, knowledge systems, imperatives of history and
the contingent prerequisites of posterity.

Philosophical foundations, heritage of traditions and policy visions are instricably
intertwined with trajectories of their own therefore the contributors to this volume have
engaged to the process analytically.

This edition explores diverse, contemporary themes. Dr. Pawan Singh’s article, “Press
Freedom Index: Biased Ranking,” critiques global press freedom metrics, while R. Abimathi’s
“Digital Colonialism and Cyber Sovereignty” examines digital age dynamics on global
power. The “Voter turnout in parliamentary elections and increasing percentage of women.”
offers an engaging analysis of voter trends in India. Insightful election reviews by Bhawesh
Binwal and Ayush Tripathi on the U.S. Presidential and Maharashtra Assembly Elections
2024 enrich this issue.

)«

On cultural dimensions, Gaurav Singh’s “Nanak Naam Ek” and Abhayraj Singh’s article on
‘Chhath Puja’ underscore the enduring value of our rich traditions. Hemant Yadav’s analysis
of the National Education Policy 2020 broaden the scope of our national policy discussions.

Aninsightful interview with Mr. Rakesh Rao emphasizes preserving India’s artefacts heritage,
while Krisha’s review of The India Way offers a nuanced take on evolving foreign policy.

— Prof. Abhay Prasad Singh
Teacher-In-Charge
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YRR Afre= &1 75 a9
UHTHAT BT Siiad T2

25 9 PR
OO

IIeR, 1949 P YR & A
26@#%%@%&#%
fepar, Sir 26 ST, 1950 | qUT w4

A Tl g3 TR R Hial b AR gget
W 2015 I G B TNHR dRT H IRIG 26
TR P AIGH T b wd F A B LRI
g3 T TRIRT BT HE ST T2 I FHSAT ST Febell &
fob fifeer ggpmer o ST Y dieT A e gaiT 9IRa,
q 2 9§ 11 8 3R 18 &7 & forey oot ey T
g feTRaet e a1 Tepr oM T8 BRUT & b 3ATST
framT foresfar 3R deret & TURTSAT H BT 2T [Ty
& 3 T 7 75 auf A IU5¢ I WIRT B RRT JHR
JMPHR AT & S 31T R fABRIT B & 0 )
TR 81 HfAH & 8T SMY AT 39 g Pl eI Jal
& ST IsgU T Siaet 7, T |fe a9 & Judey )
el off, “d-gters et Y Gdanfie am=T F e 7
ST O1S R 8, I8 3FTelt il de ugemT Jaead
81! og ¥ Afde & FEior 3iiR $9% e & ol
R eyt fareref &1 bt e g9 Her & foyebet 3t
T YRAT BT MfUBR, =T, G, TaaadT 3R
Y S e STIPR F JPI foba, gt s/
YU PR T AHY 3T AT 3YTDTT H oI &
Iyt deb A a3 Fretdhs & Tl

fiifeer gam=mt Y wifdrer frafor & weem:
YR T o, S 87 Tod i dfqe= &
Hya & o fSfeer IReR, YRR B 37 AR &
AT ofY fop I 319 U fAfderdren & e & X%
U U {uY fafer-ger a1 Hebl 1925 H 9 & oY
i, &l IREeS T AR Bl YA &, “S7e
ST AT HEH T T U Ifere TR 8117 g9 gl
BT 1927 ¥ ATSHT BHIL BT 8T IR PRI 87
: SIERTET R

Gferem fFEfor R ffeyr IRSR & T8 &1
I8 RIRIeTT T8t T8l BTl ST e T BT B
9% B3, AT TftieT 3R ATSHT SR T3l = |fder
T P IR H AP ORI HRAT I PR
& i TRAIE F 9Teel §, S8 AT 9T BT
g oY fomam* it = AR T & IR § e,
“fieelt Jae 5 T1 T Su H 437 off, IHH ferged
I baet Ueb Fs1 SHTfr T Tfrffere g3t om™® |reH
T g fegal BT Ueh |Hr® Ef o fem & et
DT TS IR BT 329 T8 & 5 fafeer amRyemar
IR P UfT BT off, 3 TS SNt &, o e
o} 2T geATa Tel g

1 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077417 (Accessed on 29" November 2024).
Dr. Sudarsan Pradhan, Making of the Indian Constitution, Odisha Review, 2020,p.1.
https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/763238/1/cad_20-011947_hindi.pdfffsearch=null%201947, p.1. (Accessed on 12"

November 2024).
Ibid.
Ibid.

https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/763514/1/cad_26-11-1949_hindi.pdf, p.4247. (Accessed on 29" November 2024).
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AfrerT: e &1 T

TR FfIe & 75 3 67 I Rk R fore
Iq BT fow 72T 81 afed $9% A8ca ol T BT
fl T 81 e HidTh AR T Al JRIde
& AP ST ITAT BT AE<T 3 1T A THSAT ST AhelT
g, 5 7 Seeal & Afde™ fFefaren 7 g9 (g
feaT SHH I8 qUT B § e X&T 81 37T aAlehed b
BT BT Tl I3 HIALTT TUT &b 31eTeT Ioie
TS =¥ 25 TaFeR 1949 BT 3= AT F IUF fear
ofT, “AE Teb I o T Yep (SHT0T ] 81 Ih
TTOT T I AT & S S IR FRI=07 g & 3R SFar
TacH R 21 IURTSCURT SRS eFds & 9Tear
Y 3 dllad & IF P IR D BT A FHST ST
HedT &, 39+ FTET =T (2024) & ATS0T F =1
el fp «fae Fmfaren 3 eFrgpr 9 auf § g
9T Y fafey @ S R AT, HUieT @ik FHgr
T ST ISTERVN TR febaT, 3R ST oI Hewal
alel Hal ®T IR 3R TRt 4 R gar
JCTSTRITISHT BT IRUITH UE IpE HAHT 21° 3
e 70T I ol I dd IR dlda &
BT & T & BT F &1 BRI R I&T 81 A1 & T7
& AT fIe § AN BT gt ST 3P 377 off
PTeT B T ITERV &

feh 39 U I & U & e i 7
oY 7T 2l STy Sep oY ot aYeror off areyer

qJa+eR 2024

& GAETep el T e e TR Ay
J AT Y Therar BT UTH PR DY AR Sl a1
el off, T8 TST MR Y& dletl a1 819 3R
YT &b It A & ARG sy F R w8
QI o7 3T 8¢ T Dl GER U b
IR, ‘&4 et IS aAlecia & 8] T8 el 8l
ST BT 3O+ RIST{cd dldas Pl & ATHTID
e a1 o oY <HT TR AR SAlda BT T
aref &2 gapT 31ef Sfiae & 39 AW & & S Ty,
T 3R FEcd I Sfia & Rigial & o 7 TP
BRATRI" 1968 H T RraT <7 Y qeciep ' BT 3iTth
SIS PifEeeeT: T TSt & qfiyepr § deaplefl
RTSCUTCT U RTETHSU A GG & He<d Pl T
By H TqE T, ST 37T it Irfiep 81 I SR
gIR G ¥ 9I%d AAIRIPR BT YR 81 I8
TSI GRT AT 3R 31T 3T T FHTH HeT
& oIy IR T ey Qrfehertedt I &1 31T
SIPT TUT ISTERU & YR H TS F oAb I Uad

b 3 YUITetT OR feehT 5317 8
JTUTABT P Hepe o Alre:

TIGH YR H GG TR Ueh JHI FGehc Pl J1Sc
BRIT AT 1975 H 77 T o ARG IMUTDIeT

5 R B Hedl b AT BSBTS PR DI DI
H T 26 HRET 1976 DT Tl BT 3T

81 25 IR 1949 DT AT THT H & 3R ISR
T PET T, “TfS & AAldpad P hael vT F & el
R g ¥ SR IGAT AR & Al 89 FdT BRAT
IIfed? W FIRFAR FI Tgel 85 g T 91y
fo a1o AR 3iiR e Seedt & gff & forg

AP S0 7 TSR TquT g & arezerr § 12
i PR S8 B B CPEFER TR
TR e T R T SFHaRT & 31 forfepT ciTeadt
Ig o fop, Afaem &t Fetem 8 SRy |fde ar
S SR ST b2 ETaATfer deablei fafer ST

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077380 (Accessed on 29" November 2024).
https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/763515/1/cad_25-111949_hindi.pdf#fsearch=null%201949, p.4225. (Accessed on

29" November 2024).
9 Ibid, p.4226.

10  B. Shiva Rao, The Framing Of India’s Constitution A Study,1968, IIPA, p.6.
11 Ram Bahadur Rai, Bhartiya Samvidhan: Ankahi Kahani, 2022, Prabhat Prakashan, p.10.

12 Ibid.
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P areger Ot oY ToigTsdN 7 $fRT el BT 337 BT
& T P IR W ARG H FeATE T PR b
eiTe <11 fe 424t Afder dame fepar mam
TEIGR YR S/ HfTE T Yot i 81" Al
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8 UT 8T & Fifh e 57 qeft Tveeman &1 ger
Teeih a1 g3 &1 SHDI Fa IS IR & FfIeT
T 106 HeMeAl AP gRT T 31 31frpr @r

IHdT U fhaT M7 81 AR de SrfIfFRT 2023

TR 39 e ! IATT IUTCDIA b Te HI ST DT
Tt Jel 81 T8 g Y o1 & & b oy a
A § e HeMe Pl TR TR 3T, I8
a9 TG T 39T ST T Ay oMl 75 af &b 3
SFIRR TR T RISITT H S 4T BT GERT bl /T
Y <t &1 g &1 fder et 7 i ereat @

ST I dTchI eI ISTERTT 8l $Fb AT ot 59
HNEGT BT eI 39 faIR T TIT FRAT & T IR
AP HeT BT AT B J FATUT BRA P
a1 yferefiet <& &, 31k g Avya & Rt & A dhael
TR Ffrers & HRoT FfTe ey & Suated ;)

26 TR 2024 BT IICURT STl T4 7 PeT & GART

TR &I fhaT 2T, IW IRATaT H Ffeqford e,
fpamT =i am? I8 uer ofY arror famst @ sy
o7 31T 81 I 81X YT HFd & fob, “ifaen &t

I 8RSl TR Pl Gge STERIIeT
81 BRI Afe gAY |rfed 3R iR TRAT
G e 81+ 3rfe dfder & e faary

SREITErT o ST 81 HIRa bl APl 8 SHehT 418
URFRTC &1 I ISATAHT H &1 ar1fev Tt Iomifora
ferITReIRT T 37ef < aTeT 9Teg; o foTv SeAfHT § PIS
ST &1 §FTS ST |dhelt 814

it & SRl T gt :

T IR H AIIG TR P 3ifcrT S+ Y garm
qfef o7 aref WIET 97 a) WY 21 Igufer S
T & IFTAR “TIRT AIGT U SieiaT 3R vrrferefier
ST 21" SIfeTT 3T e o HTeT A AR
& St UTST &1 G R H PIIUTIeTehT TeOR &1 Tl
AR B AYBIT ARPRI T S AGTT b [T
& BT frar &1 e 7 arffRmy gRT oA &t
JTTEI3N BT 3R &), HRUTfIdT 7 FHIST &
it qf, e HISIR it o T & forT amie
e IIY, TAT FaTod ~IR-ITeT b YIRAT F 97 et
=IRYTfeTeRT =TI HOTTedt BT 31feres TrTel) g+ @bt
TIRT ot oft FPRAR SIRT g1 It gefiforg ava

IR & Fariior faepre febam g st el
75 T &Y Fefereh ATAT: fIer Y ThTeHdT BT HaeT

Iy TR W e 6 aET g9R forg 1
ST PRATT &1 ARA AT T R4t 39 77 Bl
AT HR AT §3TT & e, “HIRT clepeia T ST}
& afce 337 JMER BT i Ao foha & o fafderman &
R ATRITere 2RI oTTert off 9TRe o URT & 81 3R
B g & 3 <9l T Reerfer <, ST Suferare
R T Y, Al g <l H e AT ar favhet & 1g
7 AR ITRIT TUIT ST H reTd Hews il faciy
e g & i A, SR A beeT 12 HaTfie e
T A7 1987 T UE AT 95aR 193 Hgh
IMSC & ST <20 H A 66 8T TS, 31K 2003 TP I
37T ST SR 81 121 BT TR G&S UTgererT
g & SFTAR, 2024 TP 201 <20 7 30+ HlTGH BT
Tfipfer &Y 81" BTeTif, arRfdend 3 BIhT 37eTT
B IRT P TR 297 SN AuTe, sficidr, grfhea,

13 Ram Bahadur Rai, Supreme Court ka Sahi Aashay Samajhne, Yugvarta, 01-15 December 2024, p.6.
14 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077417 (Accessed on 1% December 2024).

15  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077417 (Accessed on 1% December 2024).

16 Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century: 1914—1991, Abacus, 1995, p.112.
17 Samuel Issacharoff, Populism versus Democratic Governance, GLT, p. 445.

18  https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-with-constitutions (Accessed on 18th November 2024).
19  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077771 (Accessed on 1% December 2024).
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IR 3R IR a7 dF 319+ Ffrer=T &Y verm
R A faohel 81 TS AT 39 Ps IR I TRE & FeferT
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A TS AT AR & fFuesT & forg S a9
Hifer fFmiaTen @ T 8, ST daw Tl F e

PR fer, oI BRUT IS SRR Seu— g3
81 39 3t Refy & 9, 9y gear R YR W
HILTD 5T BT Tl R IR &, I v
S e g & <t & forg S Rt iiferep Reerem
e &, 3R Ay fory & fow ofh Ira & 75 aF 6
Gdeies JrAT 4R fag & fore 57 91 &1 TE Faw &
o fafreraT & Qrer S gV eIl &l By TpR
fopaT ST AT Bl

Gfrer: adw 3R ufasy @1 Anfeefe

T R AIGT P AR, “SHRT |fdem
AR I TR sy T Arieeie 8%, 397 foaR &t
TIE BT & fob IR & QMifey 3R TR [T i
T 5 AT & VAT I & SR I S it I

q fAue ¥ 9eg odr & Gfer 7 fier 75 aut

HeHfr B B T8 PR & Pl IR & It foaret @t
3iferT TETee fde & 81wt et 3 dfqe
&Y T BT IR By Y AT T D & 3R JRART BT
e TIRT 578 U e off AT <l ST <
T YRT Y FeheUrT IR BRI PN &7 &, Ffaem &f
IADT G TFRT TR T2 & &R ST &1 T
TG HIST P IeaT H “3MT Tedd ARG BT A8
fIpRIa IRT &1 FHor axAr 81 fAasRia IRd @1
e & Uh VT T, ST81 YD ANTRD Pl St
&I T R T e IR =T gt
&1, 31 I fo=T AfAem i 9ra=T 1 FHE Y f5AT
H7q TE 814" SHITT SR 3 91a ot & o wifasy
o |fdu B < B g YAl I FueT & forg
ST BRA H, TR FHIT BT AR AD TE
3R H2H ITIT ST

ooo

20 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077771 (Accessed on 28" November 2024).
21 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2077771 (Accessed on 28th November 2024).

dlc / 8




qJa+eR 2024

Press Freedom Index:
Biased Ranking

& Dr. Pawan Singh

critique of the Global Hunger Index

highlighted its biases against India
and the Global South, reflecting broader
inequalities in global governance. Building
on this analysis, the current issue critically
examines the methodology of the Global
Freedom Index, questioning its perceived
anti-India bias. Published by Reporters
Without Borders (RSF), the index has
faced significant criticism over the years,
with many questioning its ideological basis
and transparency. RSF’s recent rankings
seem to downplay Indias democratic
strength, which raises concerns about
the politicization of such indices. This is
particularly relevant as India celebrates 75
years of constitutional democracy, sparking
broader discussions on the impact of global
indices on the Global South.

In the previous edition, a detailed

Classification

The Press Freedom Map provides a
visual representation of the global press
freedom landscape based on the scores
assigned to countries in the index. These
scores are categorized into five distinct
classifications, each represented by a

specific colour."! Countries scoring between
85 and 100 points are classified as “good”
and marked in green, while those scoring
between 70 and 85 points are deemed
“satisfactory” and shown in yellow. Scores
ranging from 55 to 70 points fall under the
“problematic” category, represented by light
orange, whereas countries scoring between
40 and 55 points are categorized as “difficult”
and marked in dark orange. Finally, the
“very serious” category, for scores ranging
from 0 to 40 points, is denoted by dark red.
This map thus serves as a crucial tool for
understanding the geographical disparities
in press freedom worldwide.

Methodology

The assessment of press freedom in
each country or territory is based on five
contextual indicators, which collectively
capture the multifaceted nature of press
freedom: political context, legal framework,
economic context, sociocultural context,
and safety? Each indicator produces a
subsidiary score ranging from 0 to 100,
contributing equally to the overall score. All
questions and sub-questions within each
indicator are weighted equally.

1. https://rsf.org/en/methodology-used-compiling-world-press-freedom-index-2024?year=2024&data_

type=general (Accessed on 6th November 2024).
2. Ibid.
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The political context indicator,
consisting of 33 questions, evaluates the
degree of media autonomy in relation to
political pressures, the acceptance of diverse
journalistic approaches, and the media’s role
in holding political actors accountable. The
legal framework indicator, with 25 questions,
examines whether journalists can operate
without censorship, judicial sanctions, or
excessive restrictions, and whether they
have equitable access to information and
protection from violence.

The economic context, also with
25 questions, explores the impact of
government policies, non-state actors like
advertisers, and media owners prioritizing
business  interests over journalistic
independence. The sociocultural context,
consisting of 22 questions, assesses societal
pressures, including discrimination based
on gender, ethnicity, and religion, or
cultural norms that discourage certain types
of coverage.

Finally, the safety indicator, made
up of 12 questions and an “abuses score,”
evaluates the risks journalists face, including
bodily harm, psychological distress, and
professional harm. These indicators together
provide a comprehensive framework for
evaluating press freedom globally.

Mind games against those countries
whom you don’t like’

India ranks 159th* in the 2024 World
Press Freedom Index (WPFI), published

qJa+eR 2024

annually by the Paris-based organization
Reporters Without Borders (RSF). This
reflects a marginal improvement from its
2023 position of 161 out of 180 countries but
highlights the persistent challenges faced
by the Indian media landscape. Within
South Asia, Pakistan (152nd) and Sri Lanka
(150th) rank slightly higher, underscoring
a similarly restrictive environment for
journalistic freedom across the region.

The WPFI evaluates 180 countries on
the extent to which journalists can work
freely and independently. In the Asia-Pacific
region, recognized as the worlds second
most challenging for press freedom, five
countries are among the ten most dangerous
globally for media personnel: Myanmar
(171st), China (172nd), North Korea
(177th), Vietnam (174th), and Afghanistan
(178th). Notably, unlike previous years, no
Asia-Pacific nation is listed among the top
15 countries in the Index, reflecting the
region’s increasingly constrained media
environment.

India’s ranking in the WPFI has seen a
steady decline since the Index’s inception
in 2002, when it ranked 80th. By 2010,
India had dropped to 122nd, followed
by further declines to 131st in 2012 and
159th in 2024. This downward trajectory
has ignited widespread debate among
media professionals, political leaders,
policymakers, and civil society actors, as
well as on social media. These discussions
often call into question the methodology

3. https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/jaishankar-world-press-freedom-index-mind-games-ranking-
process-controversial-12561312.html (Accessed on 6th November 2024).

4. https://rsf.org/en/index?year=2024 (Accessed on 6th November 2024).
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and evaluative frameworks of the WPFI,
particularly its contextual relevance to
diverse democracies like India.’

Saumya Chakrabort, a consultant for
NITI Aayogs DEMO project, highlighted
in her article that when a limited sample
of approximately 150 respondents and 18
NGOs is tasked with evaluating 83 questions
for each country, the likelihood of bias
and a disconnect from the actual political
and social realities becomes considerable.
With each respondent assessing only one
country’s parameters, it is implausible for
any individual to provide an accurate and
comprehensive evaluation of press freedom.
This raises concerns about the objectivity
of the World Press Freedom Index (WPFI)
rankings, suggesting they may be inherently
subjective. Such limitations could also
explain the reluctance of Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) to disclose the parameter
scores or even anonymized responses from
individual countries, further casting doubt
on the transparency and credibility of the
index.

A former Prime Minister of Singapore®
characterized the World Press Freedom
Index (WPFI) as “a subjective measure
computed through the prism of Western
liberals” Additionally, scholars and media
professionals in the United Kingdom have
critiqued the index,” asserting that press
freedom indices often rely on ahomogenized

Ibid.
Ibid.

® N T

qJa+eR 2024

conception of mass media, which in turn
facilitates simplistic comparisons between
countries. Such perspectives highlight the
limitations of these indices in capturing
the diversity and complexity of media
landscapes across different political and
cultural contexts.

Criticism of the World Press Freedom
Index’s (WPFI) credibility has been voiced
by several prominent Indian leaders,
reflecting broader scepticism about the
methodology and criteria used by such
global indices. Indias External Affairs
Minister, S. Jaishankar, expressed his
surprise at the country’s poor ranking
during an interactive session on the Modi
governments foreign policy, remarking,
“I was amazed at our number. I thought
we had the most uncontrollable press,
and somebody is getting something
fundamentally wrong. Afghanistan was
freer than us. Can you imagine? Look, these
are all—I mean, I see the democracy index,
freedom index, religious freedom index,
and press freedom index”® His comments
highlight concerns about the ideological
assumptions and the applicability of these
indices, particularly for a complex and
pluralistic society like India.

In a similar vein, in 2022, when
India was ranked 150th on the WPFI,
Information and Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur voiced his disagreement

https://www.niti.gov.in/deciphering-world-press-freedom-index (Accessed on 6th November 2024).

https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/jaishankar-world-press-freedom-index-mind-games-ranking-

process-controversial-12561312.html (Accessed on 7th November 2024).
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with the index’s findings. He cited issues
such as a “very low sample size,” the lack
of consideration for democratic principles,
and a “questionable and non-transparent
methodology” Thakur made these remarks
in response to questions from Congress
MP in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge and
AAP leader Sanjay Singh, also emphasized
that the government remains committed to
safeguarding the right to freedom of speech
and expression as enshrined under Article
19 of the Indian Constitution.

Conclusion

Sanjeev Sanyal and Aakanksha Arora,
in their working paper “Why India Does
Poorly on Global Perception Indices,”
advocate that independent Indian think
tanks should be encouraged to develop
similar perception-based indices for the

qJa+eR 2024

world to break the monopoly of a handful
of Western institutions.” This initiative
would challenge the monopoly of a handful
of Western institutions that dominate
global rankings, often imposing narratives
that fail to account for the complexities of
nations like India. By creating alternative
frameworks rooted in transparency and
contextual nuance, India can address biases
againstitselfand other Global South nations.
This is a pivotal moment for India to assert
its voice on the global stage. As a leader
of the Global South, India must not only
defend its democratic and developmental
achievements but also empower other
nations to challenge similar biases. Such
efforts would contribute to a multipolar and
equitable global order, ensuring that diverse
perspectives are represented in international
discourse.

ooo

9. Sanjeev Sanyal and Aakanksha Arora, Why India Does Poorly on Global Perception Indices, EAC-PM

Working Paper Series EAC-PM/WP/06/2022, p.24.
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Digital Colonialism and
Cyber Sovereignty

2 R. Abimathi

he Peace of Westphalia in 1648,

which marked a turning point in

the evolution of international law
and international relations, is where state
sovereignty firstemerged.' Butin the twenty-
first century, the concept of sovereignty
goes beyond territorial control and can be
characterized by technological and digital
prowess of nations.

Cyberspace could be understood as a
virtual space consisting of interconnected
infrastructures of information technology.
It is also regarded as one of the global
commons, along with earth, water, and air.
In contrast to natural commons, cyberspace,
however, is a human-made common that
permits the unrestricted movement of data
and information.

Countries employ various strategies to
address cyber security and cyber deterrence.
This article examines the differences in their
approaches and explains why it is crucial
for India to expand and enhance its own
cybersecurity policies and infrastructure.

Geopolitical Debates around Digital
Colonialism and Cyber Sovereignty

Cyber-Colonialism denotes the aspect
of imperialism on indigenous cultures,
languages, lifestyle, politics, folk media
and other native identities through cyber
space.”> According to Antonio Gramsci’s
theory of ideological hegemony, mass
media are tools that ruling elites use to
“perpetuate their power, wealth, and status
by popularizing their own philosophy,
culture and morality™ Cyber-colonialism
leverages digital technologies to perpetuate
historical power dynamics through online
platforms, that could manipulate public
consciousness, control information flows
and marginalize indigenous perspectives.
Online social network platforms like X,
Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Netflix,
Amazon prime and WhatsApp can directly
or indirectly disseminate agenda that
influence political outcomes, consumer
behaviours, and cultural perceptions, that
could profoundly lead to the gradual erosion

1. Cyber Sovereignty | Stanford University Press. (n.d.). Stanford University Press. https://www.sup.org/books/

politics/cyber-sovereignty (Accessed on 1st December 2024).
2. Sekar, J., & Siwach, K. (2021). ‘Cyber- Colonialism’ Ethical solutions and Ethnographic Alternatives. In
International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT), International Journal of Creative Research

Thoughts (IJCRT),Vol. 9, Issue 2, pp. 2266-2268.

3 Lull, J. (1995). Media, Communications and Culture: A Global Approach. Columbia University Press.
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of local cultural identities.*

Ever since Edward Snowden exposed
the surveillance programs operated by the
National Security Agency of the United
States, the fear of cyberspace being misused
has been felt globally.” The global landscape
of cyberspace is shaped by diverse ideologies
and strategic national measures adopted by
different countries.

As cited in “Quest of Data Colonialism
and Cyber Sovereignty: India’s Strategic
Position in Cyberspace.”®, China and Russia
have pioneered stringent cyber sovereignty
models, characterized by extensive
state control and surveillance. China’s
approach, articulated by President Xi
Jinping, advocates for national sovereignty
to determine developmental paths and
models of the internet. The country has
systematically restricted US technology
firms and mandated domestic technological
control, with regulations requiring 75%
of banking ICT products to be locally
controlled by 2019.

Russias Digital Sovereignty Bill, or
“Runet”, represents another radical approach
through a separate Domain Name System,
that aims to protect against cyber-attacks,
and enables monitoring of international

4 Ibid.

wul
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digital connections. However, this strategy
has sparked significant domestic criticism,
with protesters arguing that such measures
severely limit internet freedom.?

In  contrast,  Western  nations,
particularly the United States and EU
countries, traditionally view the internet as
a free-flowing, market-driven ecosystem.’
The US has responded to increasing cyber
threats by elevating its Cyber Command
to a unified combatant command (2017),
developing  comprehensive  deterrence
strategies that include diplomatic, defensive,
and economic mechanisms.'°

Philosophy behind India’s Cyber Security
Approaches

With 503 million internet users,
India ranks second in the world in data
consumption."! The nation’s approach to
cybersecurity and data protection is deeply
rooted in its constitutional values. Unlike
China’s model, where the state sees itself
above the individual, or the contrasting
US - Europe individualistic approach,
that views liberty as freedom from state
control; India rather views individual
rights as a collective good. Therefore, even
in the arena of cyberspace, India seeks to
lead by example in the developing world

Gupta S., Sony R.A.L. (2021) Quest of Data Colonialism and Cyber Sovereignty: India’s Strategic Position

in Cyberspace. Legal Issues in the Digital Age, no 2, pp. 68-81.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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by adopting a balanced path that protects
personal data while fostering a free and fair
digital economy. This nuanced approach
was evident in its response to initiatives like
Facebook’s Free Basics and WhatsApp’s data-
sharing policies. The government has taken
proactive measures, such as banning 267
Chinese apps that potentially compromised
national security and sending queries to
WhatsApp after it sought consent from
users to share data including transaction
history and location details with Facebook,
despite the latter being criticised for the
Cambridge Analytica Scam.'

India’s Measures to Address a Changing
Cyberspace

India faces certain challenges in
balancing national security with digital
innovation.” Before joining the Wassenaar
Arrangement in 2017 as its 42" member,
India did not have access to its sensitive
technologies, particularly in cryptography
and information security. India shall
now leverage access to these technologies
as it progresses to become a digital and
knowledge-based economy. The encryption
landscape also presents a complex dilemma.
While end-to-end encryption protects user
privacy, it simultaneously poses challenges
in combating extremism and circulation of
misinformation.™

12 Ibid.
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Despite these obstacles, research in
quantum information and computation is
being carried outby organizationssuchasthe
Indian Institute of Science and the Harish-
Chandra Research Institute. Programs that
explore technological frontiers have also
been started by government departments,
such as the Department of Science and
Technology and Defence Production.
Certain key institutions in Indias cyber
deterrence approach include the Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and
National Critical Information Infrastructure
Protection Centre (NCIIPC).!* The National
Cyber Security Policy of 2013, proposes
an effective partnership and collaborative
engagements between the public and
private entities to provide a secure and
resilient cyberspace for citizens, businesses
and government. However, it is imperative
that it be updated to reflect the evolving
demands.'®

Further, through its international
engagement, India strives to proactively
participate in global cyber governance;
seeks internationally agreed behavioural
norms through its engagement and
cooperation ~ with  organisations like
BIMSTEC, SAARC and QUAD. Further, its
emerging technological approach includes
potential use of artificial intelligence by

13 Samuel, C,, Sharma, M., & INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES & ANALYSES. (2019). India’s strategic
options in a changing cyberspace. PENTAGON PRESS LLP. Pp. 37 - 46.

14 Ibid.

15 Samuel, C., Sharma, M., & INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES & ANALYSES, 2019, India’s strategic
options in a changing cyberspace. PENTAGON PRESS LLP. Pp. 37 - 46.

16 Ibid.
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integrating machine learning for advanced
threat analysis and deterrent strategies."”

Conclusion and Way forward

Being the largest democracy in the
world, India faces the challenge to strike
a balance between not being oblivious to
the emerging landscape of deterrence in
cyberspace, and at the same time, to not
adopt absolute sovereignty measures that
could curb the digital privacy and rights of
individuals. Beyond this challenge, India
seeks to lead by example in the developing
world, through its evolving approach to
cyberspace, which emphasizes a balanced
strategy of protecting individual rights and
promoting digital economy. Additionally,
following Gandhi’s vision of cultural
openness, while maintaining individual
identity, it becomes increasingly important
for India to preserve and promote its
indigenous culture and knowledge in the
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digital space.'®

Hence, moving forward Indias
cybersecurity infrastructure requires a
multifaceted strategy of collaborative
approach that bridges various stakeholders
through cross - sectoral coordination. Key
to this approach is fostering cooperation
between private and government agencies.
The government shall play a facilitative
role, creating platforms to address India’s
specific needs while maintaining global
competitiveness. Academic research and
innovation can help prioritize critical
domains like cryptography, artificial
intelligence, big data analytics, and quantum
information sciences.'’ Therefore, in former
IT minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar’s words,
“Multistakeholderism in India will be
cornerstone of how the future of Internet
will be shaped in policy, regulation and

»20

technology landscape.

ooo

17 Ibid.
18 Ibid.
19 Ibid.

20 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1982801 (Accessed on 4th December 2024).
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DATA CHART ON

Voter Turnout in Parliamentary Elections and Increasing Percentage of Women
Compiled by the Student Editorial Board

Year of Election Re-gi-stered Electors (in | Voter Turnout (%) Female Voter
million) Turnout %

1951-52 173.2 44.87 NA

1957 193.7 45.44 38.80

1962 216.4 55.42 46.60

1967 249 61.33 49.10

1971 274.2 55.27 50.60

1977 321.2 60.49 51.20

1980 356.2 56.92 53.40
1984-85 400.3 64.01 53.60

1989 498.9 61.95 54.90
1991-92 511.5 55.88 55.50

1996 592.6 57.94 59.30

1998 605.9 61.97 57.30

1999 619.5 59.99 57.70

2004 671.5 57.98 55.60

2009 717 58.19 55.80

2014 834 66.44 65.50

2019 910 67.4 67.20

2024 969 65.79 65.78

The data presented in the chart on voter turnout and the increasing proportion of female voters
in India provides a comprehensive analysis of the evolving trends in electoral participation from
1951-52 to 2024. The number of registered electors expanded from 173.2 million in the first
general election of 1951-52 to 969 million by 2024, reflecting a significant enlargement of the
electorate. Voter turnout exhibited a steady upward trajectory, commencing at 44.87% in 1951-
52, peaking at 67.4% in 2019, and subsequently experiencing a slight decline to 65.79% in 2024.
This trend signifies a growing public engagement in the democratic process, alongside a marked
increase in the accessibility of electoral mechanisms over time.

The participation of female voters demonstrates substantial progress, with their turnout steadily
increasing from 38.80% in 1957 to 67.20% in 2019, thereby narrowing the gender disparity in
electoral participation. Although data on female voter turnout was not available for 1951-52, the
consistent rise in subsequent decades highlights the effectiveness of policy interventions designed
to enhance women’s political empowerment and promote their active involvement in democratic
processes. By 2024, the female voter turnout (65.78%) nearly mirrored the overall voter turnout,
signalling a significant shift toward achieving gender parity in India’s electoral participation. 0
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2024 U.S. Presidential Elections

2 Bhawesh Binwal

onald Trump’s victory in the 2024

U.S. Presidential election marks a

major shift in global politics. His
“America First” approach, focused on strong
national policies, is set to reshape the U.S.
and its relationships worldwide, including
India. This election was influenced by the
differing approaches of Trump and Kamala
Harris. Trump’s win is reflective of American
voters’ preference for a leader focused on
domestic issues, economic protection, and
a tough stance on immigration and foreign
policy.

Campaign Overview

This election highlighted a clear
contrast between Kamala Harriss focus
on continuing the Biden administration’s
policies and Trump’s bold endorsements
from influential figures like Elon Musk,
that boosted his popularity. Musk’s support
reflected Trump’s appeal to business leaders
who favour fewer regulations and more
innovation opportunities. His campaign
appealed to conservatives by promising

economic protection, stricter immigration
rules, and less involvement in global
alliances. Unlike Harris, who focused on
global cooperation and social reforms,
Trump concentrated on policies that address
national security and economic concerns.'

Key Issues and Contrasting Approaches

The 2024 U.S. election showcased sharp
differences between Trump and Harris
on several key issues. On immigration,
Trump plans to enforce stricter laws,
including deportations, while Harris
supports reforms to help immigrants
contribute to the economy.? On technology
and Al, Trump favours fewer restrictions
to promote innovation, whereas Harris
advocates for regulations to ensure ethical
and responsible AI use. Their climate
policies also diverged. Trump opposes
global agreements like the Paris Accord
and prioritizes energy independence, while
Harris supports clean energy investments
and international climate initiatives.’ In
foreign policy, Trump’s inward approach

1 https://www.businesstoday.in/personal-finance/investment/story/us-elections-2024-how-donald-trumps-
victory-will-impact-fpi-inflows-to-india-analysts-share-insights-452820-2024-11-06 (Accessed on 25th

November 2024).

2 https://fletcher.tufts.edu/news-events/news/key-issues-2024-united-states-presidential-election (Accessed

on 25th November 2024).

3 https://www.ceew.in/blogs/how-us-elections-outcomes-can-shape-energy-security-and-supply-chains-
in-  indiahttps://www.brookings.edu/articles/why-donald-trump-won-and-kamala-harris-lost-an-early-
analysis-of-the-results/ (Accessed on 25th November 2024).
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focuses on national interests and reducing
global commitments, while Harris
emphasizes strengthening alliances and
global partnerships.* Lastly, on public
health, Trump’s scepticism of expert-driven
policies contrasts with Harris’s science-
based approach, which could shape future
healthcare systems and public trust. °

America in the time of transition: From
Biden to Trump

Before being sworn in as President,
Donald Trump effectively announced tariffs
on Canada and Mexico, as well as its rival
China on first day of his administration. The
next day President Joe Biden announced
an agreement to end more than a year of
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah®.
Trump seeks leverage to force trading
partners to halt the flow of migrants and
drugs. Further, Elon Musk was authorized
to open discussions with Iran, to manage
a precarious standoff between the Islamic
republic and Israel. Trump has also vowed
to end Russia’s war in Ukraine before the
inauguration. On the other hand, Biden still
hopes to use his remaining time in office
to broker a cease-fire between Israel and
Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
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Implications for India

There are several reasons for the Modi
government to be delighted with Trump’s
victory as he has made it clear that he
intends to build on his past history with
India, which will include building trade
ties, opening up more technology for
Indian companies, and making more U.S.
military hardware available for Indian
defence forces’. Trump is likely to pick
up the broken threads of negotiations
for a Free Trade Agreement of 2019-2020
and encourage India to buy into U.S. oil
and LNG, along the lines of MoU for
the Driftwood LNG plant in Louisiana
in 2019, which would have brought $2.5
billion in investment from Petronet India
into the U.S.®?

Trump’s administration has historically
prioritized policies that support the
expansion of domestic businesses. While a
stronger dollar and higher U.S. bonds could
pose a challenge to the international market
and foreign investments, on the other hand,
service sector companies in India may
benefit through their outsourcing supply. A
higher dollar may also entice NRIs to invest
in Indian real estate.’

4  https://www.brookings.edu/articles/why-donald-trump-won-and-kamala-harris-lost-an-early-analysis-

of-the-results/ (Accessed on 26th November 2024).

5  https://www.pmg.com/insights/the-impact-of-social-media-on-the-2024-presidential-election (Accessed

on 26th November 2024).

6  https://www.deccanherald.com/world/elon-musk-met-with-irans-un-ambassador-iranian-officials-

say-3277466 (Assessed on 2™ December 2024)

7 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/what-trump-20-means-for-india-and-south-asia/
article68837750.ece (Assessed on 2" December 2024)

8 Ibid

9 (Assessed on 2™ December 2024) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/trumps-
victory-what-it-means-for-indias-markets-and-key-sectors/articleshow/115107954.cms?from=mdr
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His tough stance on China could
turther strengthen defence and strategic ties
with India, especially through initiatives
like the Quad,'® and tariffs on China could
benefit Indian metal producers, especially
those exporting to the US. India will also
seek Trump’s intervention in ending Israel’s
war in Gaza and Lebanon, which would
reopen talks with Gulf countries, and revive
its plans for the India Middle East Europe
Economic Corridor."

Conclusion

Donald Trump’s return to the White
House signals a potential shift in U.S.
domestic and foreign policies, presenting
India with a mix of challenges and
opportunities. As trade and immigration
policies undergo transformation, India
must strategically navigate these changes
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while reinforcing its ties with the United
States.

Arvind Subramanian underscores that
Trump’s tariffs, though often perceived as
solutions in search of problems, offer India a
vital chance to attract capital relocating from
China and to deepen bilateral cooperation.
Modi’s government must capitalize on this
moment, transforming Trump’s policy
preoccupations into strategic advantages
for India."?

This election underscores the critical
role of the U.S.-India relationship in shaping
global dynamics. As Trumps America
turns its focus inward, India must adapt
to sustain and strengthen collaboration
in key areas such as defence, trade, and
technology, leveraging this pivotal juncture
in international politics to its advantage.

Oooo

10 Ibid
11 Ibid

12 ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN ,Trumps Return Is an Opportunity for India, Nov 27, 2024, https://
www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/how-should-india-respond-to-trumps-tariffs-by-arvind-
subramanian-2024-11 (Accessed on 26th November 2024).
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Analysis of Maharashtra Assembly
Election 2024

& Ayush Tripathi

he 2024 Maharashtra Assembly
I election wasa dynamicand politically
significant event, characterized by
strategic alliances, welfare initiatives, and
the mobilization of diverse voter bases. The
BJP-led Mahayuti alliance, consisting of the
BJP, the Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde faction),
and Ajit Pawar’s NCP faction, emerged
victorious with a commanding majority
of 233 seats in the 288-seat assembly.'
The alliance got nearly 50% of the vote
share. In the Konkan, North Maharashtra
and western Maharashtra regions, its vote
share crossed the halfway mark. This victory
reflects a well-executed strategy of welfare
politics, caste-based coalitions, and robust
urban-rural engagement.

Background to the Election

The 2024 Maharashtra Assembly
Election marks a distinguished political

fragmentation with complex alliance
dynamics.”>  Maharashtra, a  critical
battleground state with second-largest

number (48 Constituencies) of legislators
in the Lok Sabha, featured two competing
alliances: the Mahayuti alliance (comprising
BJP, Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena, and Ajit

Pawar’s NCP) and the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance (including Congress,
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena, and Sharad
Pawar’s NCP) in this election. The political
crisis of 2022, which saw major party splits
led to the formations of these alignments.

Caste dynamics play a pivotal role in
this election. Political leadership has always
been dominated by the Maratha minority,
which makes up approximately 30% of
the population. However, recent agrarian
challenges and reservation movements have
complicated this narrative. By increasing
the creamy-layer income ceiling and adding
seven castes to the government OBC list,
the BJP strategically targeted the OBC
communities. Further, multiple regional
parties, independent candidates and groups,
including the Vanchit Bahujan Aaghadi,
All India Majlis-e-Ittihadul Muslimeen &
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena have played
an active role in this election.

A shift in Election Dynamics

Districts in Maharashtra were divided
into five economic groups based on their
per capita Net District Domestic Product
(NDDP) at current prices in 2022-23,

1 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/maharashtra/maharashtra-assembly-election-results-2024-in-
charts/article68901391.ece (Assessed on 1st December 2024).
2 https://caravanmagazine.in/politics/2024-maharashtra-assembly-election-explained (Assessed on 2™

December 2024).
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including: “Very rich’ category (per capita
NDDP of over 33 lakh); ‘rich’ category
(k2.4 lakh-32.9 lakh); ‘middling’ category
(X2 lakh-32.3 lakh); ‘poor’ category (1.5
lakh-31.9 lakh); and ‘very poor’ category
(X1.4 lakh)’. In comparison to the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, the Mahayuti alliance’s
number of seats in the “poor” and “very poor”
categories grew by 31 and 14, respectively,
and by 59 seats in the “middling” category
in the 2024 Assembly elections. In the Lok
Sabha elections, in the “poor” and “very
poor” areas, the MVA received 44-45%
of the vote, while the Mahayuti alliance
received 38-41%. However, with more votes
than the MVA coalition in every district
type, the Mahayuti was able to turn the tide
in the 2024 Assembly elections.*

Welfare Schemes and Identity Politics

One of the key factors behind the
Mahayuti’s success was its emphasis on
welfare programs aimed at economically
vulnerable groups and the women in
society. Initiatives like the Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, which provides
a monthly stipend of Rs 1,500 to women
aged 21 to 65 with a family income below
Rs 2,50,000 annually and the Ladki Bahin
Yojana which extends the monthlyallowance
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to women aged 18 to 65 experiencing
financial difficulties®, resonated deeply
with rural and low-income urban voters,
particularly homemakers and daily wage
Apart from these, electricity
bill waivers, crop insurance schemes, fee
waivers for students, OBC schemes, free or
cheap food grains implemented for almost
70 per cent of families, together contributed
to their appeal.®

€arners.

The Maharashtra victory restored
BJP’s dominance as it managed to mobilise
religious, regional, caste and class sentiments
in its favour, decimating opponents and
rendering its partners irrelevant. The BJP’s
Hindutva platform, which also includes a
Maratha language pride strand and regional
iconography, such as the invocation of
Shivaji and V.D. Savarkar, has supplanted
Maharashtra’s provincial politics.”

However, the Maratha agitation for
reservations remains a contentious issue

that could challenge governance and
influence future elections.
Fragmented Opposition

The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)

alliance—comprising Congress, the Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Thackeray faction), and

3 https://www.thehindu.com/data/maharashtra-election-results-2024-mahayuti-reverses-its-losses-in-
poor-and-very-poor-regions/article68901497.ece (Assessed on 2" December 2024).

4 Ibid.

5  https://www.zeebiz.com/personal-finance/news-mazi-ladki-bahin-yojana-official-website-know-
eligibility-benefits-age-limit-documents-rs-1500-monthly-by-maharashtra-mukhyamantri-scheme-he-
res-how-to-apply-328419 (Assessed on 2™ December 2024).

6  https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/maharashtra-assembly-election-2024-bjp-mahayuti-historic-
victory-analysis/article68908131.ece (Assessed on 2™ December 2024).

7 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/maha-victory-on-the-mahayuti-the-maharashtra-election-
result/article68906163.ece (Assessed on 2™ December 2024).
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Sharad Pawar’s NCP faction—struggled to
present a united front. Internal conflicts,
ideological shifts, and defections weakened
its appeal. Uddhav Thackeray’s shift towards
a secular image alienated core Hindutva
supporters, while Sharad Pawar’s diminished
influence failed to revive the NCP. The lack
of a cohesive opposition strategy further
solidified the Mahayuti’s position.

Conclusion

The 2024 Maharashtra Assembly
election highlighted the BJP-led Mahayuti
alliance’s ability to craft a winning formula
through welfare initiatives, caste-based
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coalitions, and strategic voter mobilization.
While the opposition faces significant
challengesinrebuilding unityand credibility,
the Mahayuti now bears the responsibility
of managing coalition dynamics and
fulfilling its promises. The election saw 105
candidates win with margin of less than
5%; 69 Assembly seats won with a landslide
margin of over 30%; and BJP wining 39
seats by narrow margin, which is highest
in this Assembly elections.® These insights
highlight that every vote matters, especially
in closely contested constituencies and
teaches parties the importance of unity,
strategy, and strong local connections.

Ooo

8  https://www.indiatoday.in/diu/story/maharashtra-assembly-elections-2024-maha-vikas-aghadi-
mahayuti-alliance-mva-2639781-2024-11-25 (Assessed on 2™ December 2024).
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Jharkhand Assembly elections 2024

2 Rishita Lamba

he 2024 Jharkhand Legislative

Assembly elections have not only

captured the political spotlight but
also ushered in a new era of governance—
one that promises a deeper connection
to the state’s indigenous roots and a more
localized vision for development. Held
in two phases on November 13 and 20,
the elections culminated in a dramatic
victory for the JMM-led Mahagathbandhan
alliance, securing a commanding 56 of
the 81 seats in the assembly. This electoral
outcome affirms the desire for a localised
government, addressing specific concerns
of the marginalized communities for their
upliftment.!

Voter Turnout: A Renewed Commitment
to Democracy

The 2024 Jharkhand elections also
witnessed an impressive surge in voter
turnout, with 67.74% of the electorate
heading to the polls.> This marked a
significant rise from the previous election’s

2019 assembly poll turnout of 67.04%,
signalling a heightened level of political
engagement. The first phase saw a turnout
of 66.65%, while the second phase, which
included some of the state’s most remote
and tribal regions, recorded an even higher
participation rate of 68.45%.’

This increase in voter engagement
portrays the changing political landscape
in Jharkhand. The electorate, particularly
the youth, is becoming more politically
conscious and eager to participate in shaping
the state’s future. This wave of political
awareness signifies a growing confidence
in the democratic process and a desire for
change—one that transcends the traditional
power structures and aims to address the
specific needs of local communities.*

A Triumph for Hemant Soren and Local
Governance

At the heart of this transformation is
the leadership of Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, who now embarks on his fourth

1 https://www.deccanherald.com/elections/jharkhand/jharkhand-assembly-elections-2024-hemant-soren-
takes-oath-as-14th-chief-minister-of-state-3295833 (Accessed on 28th November 2024).

2 https://www.thehindu.com/elections/jharkhand-assembly/final-phase-of-jharkhand-polls-records-6759-
turnout/article68890870.ece (Accessed on 28th November 2024).

3 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/elections/jharkhand-2024-voter-turnout

November 2024).

(Accessed on 28th

4  https://www.telegraphindia.com/elections/jharkhand-voter-turnout-impact (Accessed on 28th November

2024).

HdIG / 24




term at the helm of the state.’ His victory
is emblematic of the growing importance of
state-centric, politics in Jharkhand, the state
has long struggled with balancing its rich
natural resources and the socio-economic
needs of its indigenous tribes. The JMM-led
alliance, which includes the Indian National
Congress (INC), Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D),
and CPI(ML) Liberation, campaigned on a
platform of “Abua Raj, Abua Sarkar” (our
state, our government), which encapsulates
the people’s desire for self-governance and
the need for empowerment at the grassroots
level.6

Key Factor in BJP’s Setback

A critical factor in the BJP’s setback in
the 2024 Jharkhand elections was its failure
to present a credible local leader who could
resonate with the aspirations of Jharkhand’s
electorate. The disconnected approach
of heavily relying on national figures, left
voters feeling that their local issues were
not being adequately addressed’. In stark
contrast, Hemant Soren’s brief incarceration
in 2023, further solidified his image as a
resilient leader fighting for Jharkhand’s
local issues. This narrative strengthened his
appeal, particularly among marginalized
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communities, and played a crucial role in
securing his leadership for a fourth term.®

These results underscore a new political
reality in which regional leadership is
becoming the focal point of Indian politics.
For national parties, this shift poses a
significant  challenge—how  will they
adapt their strategies to remain relevant
in a landscape where local voices are
increasingly demanding recognition? The
balance between national influence and
regional empowerment is being redefined,
and it will likely shape the future of Indian
governance for years to come.

The Mahagathbandhan’s Vision:
Development for All

The central promise of the
Mahagathbandhan’s campaign was to

usher in an era of inclusive development—
one that addresses the economic, social,
and infrastructural challenges facing
Jharkhand.’ A state rich in natural resources
yet mired in poverty, Jharkhand has long
been a paradox. The Mahagathbandhan’s
focus on creating jobs, improving healthcare
and education, and prioritizing the rights
and welfare of indigenous communities
resonated deeply with voters, especially in

5  https://www.thehindu.com/politics/jharkhand-hemant-soren-leadership (Accessed on 28th November

2024).

6  https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/elections/jharkhand-mahagathbandhan-2024. (Accessed on 28th

November 2024).

7 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/jharkhand-elections-analysis (Accessed on 28th November

2024).

https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/jharkhand-2024 (Accessed on 28th November 2024).
https://www.ndtv.com/jharkhand-election-2024 (Accessed on 28th November 2024).

wdlG / 25




rural and tribal areas.'?

Hemant Soren’s government has
consistently championed policies aimed at
addressing the historical inequities faced by
Jharkhand’s tribal populations, particularly
in terms of land rights, displacement
issues, and access to basic services. The
alliance’s victory gives them a clear
mandate to continue these reforms and to
further empower the state’s marginalized
communities.

One of the standout features of
the Mahagathbandhan’s platform was
its commitment to making Jharkhand
economically self-reliant. The alliance
promised to leverage the state’s rich natural
resources—not for corporate exploitation,
but for the benefit of its people. This vision
for a self-sustaining, resource-driven
economy struck a chord with voters,
offering hope for a future where the state’s
wealth is used to benefit those who need it
most."

A Surge of Wealth in the Legislature: The
Crorepati Phenomenon

One of the more fascinating—and
controversial—aspects  of the 2024
Jharkhand elections was the rise of
‘crorepatis’ (millionaire legislators). An
overwhelming 89% of the newly elected
Members of the Legislative Assembly
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(MLAs) are wealthy, with assets surpassing
%1 crore.”” Among them, Congress leader
Rameshwar Oraon stands out, boasting a
personal fortune of ¥42.20 crore.

This increasing concentration of wealth
in Jharkhands political sphere raises
intriguing questions about the evolving
nature of governance. While wealth
and political power have always been
intertwined in India, the sheer number of
affluent lawmakers in this election suggests
a new reality for the state. Will this new
breed of affluent politicians translate their
financial success into tangible progress for
the state’s impoverished citizens, or will it
further entrench existing inequalities? Only
time will tell if this financial elite will govern
with the same zeal for development that
their campaign rhetoric promised.

Looking Forward: A New Dawn for
Jharkhand

As Hemant Soren takes the reins
for a fourth term, all eyes will be on his
government to see if it can deliver on the
promises of development, inclusion, and
local empowerment. Jharkhand stands at
a crossroads, and the next few years will
determine whether it can break free from
the shackles of underdevelopment and
build a future where its people—not its
resources—are its greatest wealth.

Oooo

10 https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/politics/3170237-wealthiest-mlas-in-jharkhand-assembly-
analyzing-the-2024-elections (Accessed on 29th November 2024).
11  https://www.indianexpress.com/elections/jharkhand-crorepatis-2024 (Accessed on 28th November 2024).

12 https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/politics/3170237-wealthiest-mlas-in-jharkhand-assembly-
analyzing-the-2024-elections (Accessed on 29th November 2024).
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 9Fd (1469-1539) Fd iR 78 fidd
B & I Fod FHNER o, I8
qHNaE & 3l Br FHET 3R T
S ATYROT H YOR 3R @M b SHp ufd IRa
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Tt g+ BT &R PR b ST fASHT T G- ebreAT
BT FeITe] SMTReh frwarT & SR 8T & TR &t it
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BICT T, AT PIS T, AT S, AT Al I8 @l
TS G AT wiedl H 99 gU 81 AN B puST A
ST AT T SFAT <HTRIT ST, fegatl o gatmege
3IR STITCRTT SieTa & ST g $eT™ & 37oAT
& I i IHH AR bt 9ra=T e off S8
fohaT 3R GER BT v FaT cRiepT fFreprern R 1

SR BT RIS BT & 81 81 A 7 FHISTAIS Bl
AT T 3T, o T FS Bl &7 I 3R
IFDT T 9T R FHIT & 3T AT IR HRAT
IS AT el AT BT TERT & 7 8P AT
T AT TR BT AT(RY I7eh FHSTATE H F AT
Teh AT oI, PiciT 3N IR Fehel o, SP AR
P YR R IATY FRT § Ay 3R 3nfefe Reerfer
P AT & AT Y 1o B | FRY BT eI P
SR ST TRi BT A & 8T 37U IRIND 57
F off I <7 91 98 39 foaR @ IRd o fop eFR

JHCHI &1 TRE ST~ § Afch & Yo bl IRfer
DI fExITT SR AHSTRIT &% &fh 310 AchH! &
GRT o T UTH Bl 81 Sre f&gal o faemy,
I HST 370 BH IR TeTT-37erT STferdl H et
BIAT 8, ST W fa 3 af Y srawer § M
T T GER & R R AR g T amr B 59
I N & cireieerell Rt Ul e fegat & ST
FEPHR IR 370 foaR G b o S+1es HdTy, o]
THIS A Bl & Hifced TEl G T S g

IR &P URT 31 &7 & 3R a8 IFP GRT He7d A
PHETIT TIT & 1 ST & DY BIFAT Tead B8R, ST
e W A% favg o foTg T SfR g™ &

QT S R SR AP AT 9, AT I HeT
9 A el YA S8 & MeR aAebs! 3 3R gt
TP 79 ST & 3IR 3MMUS S N 81 AT Hat

folg YaR & A & THFT BY F AT ol I
foraRY & o FHTISTaTE 3719+ & 3R SUErRIT bl
I Fic HR STYRT HRAT RIRgerrar &1 s g 78
ey € BT ATfeT 3 Rradht a%q & St &1 S &t
D AT TET UR 37U G DT AT IR 3T T
fITST TS T&T Y ST & ST TP AN | AD BT
FHISTATE DI FHTSATE 8T T, ST TahdT 3R
TSR T are=T ffea ofh
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T 372} AT IF FHI AR Sl i Reerfer gg=y
off, Ig uTfiics AMTRTR 3R 3re fhedt off pR
T STRIPR TaT AT I8 AT T AR T THST ST
ofT| FAfer RefaT AT Uat A <& STt off, T e =
et &bl e AT gt & aRTER AT 370 &M
AT H 31 & oI SP WM & §R @i Ul
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P YR H Slerd @ At & SRt &, [

RErgT < IRV T 3R R o F6T §AT 81 Sel A1
& T AT DT Y& P & AT 81 & Ieh 81 B
T §ATG| D F FARN0T AT &Y HeUT Bl 3TTHT
& [T IRR BT ARNTE 31R Ffex ST gaqrr g
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AR B o Sl RIG & & $2R T T &1 gui
fopam &1 AP T 3O UK MM dleTdTeT Dl HqTHT
H St fORY AT SO ST Al SHDT HHT & $8%
et et A € o] et ] $a” el 81 SRR T
JTHT &Y AR Y SITHTIN & e T a7 81 Rorey
TR G&T T ST S0P el J Bl ST & FI BT ST

T 3FTet Mg & IPT 95 FIRISR galT I8l S
DT IR & T 3Meftafe feam S Ry /e 4
E gBT AT T 3refiaie i fear e ¥ SR
T, X AN T o7 I8 Fr efafE s f&am
Ry 3= TT7ell SR HaeT 3 geiaeR 7 thel 3R
3B AN T Iote & 3efiaie safere i oray
S 30 PBH, T, ST SR TIER I TS H thel
WY 3R 78T A SITQ 8T e b irer thefr)
gD, ST HTS GRS T AT frafenerr
o T A b g 3R S IR dle T AR el
IR O gl 9o 3iR g T GRHTST FHST T
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T WER Bl T R ISP IR 395 HoH 3R
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PRAT & 3R AR Y JelTs 18T 81 S8+ G IR
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fE9TST Blet- TR, MR- ATRTD & gioi )
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D & foTq o Top AT aRectehe off afe
T g feRTTet @] dep Ao aF FHTST H aRec A8
ST FTRY Tl T fehT<y el el &1 goift oy
e =T GART bl STTE & Sita a1 30 I8
P feg TACTHIN Q11 o <l chl ATAT chl IeTepT el
of fép # &l A1 a1 feg < 1 JHe™ <t a1
S| BRER 7 SRl qd T STT8 uide § aredf fam
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I ST U 3R el 37 T S8R T AR IART H
framer TET Rt rdifeh ST epfer & $a” b Jig
UET 8T & 31 S8R HIN Wit 7S BT GAT R E Al
STT &R b T SRRl &7 ST IR THIST UG bl
PEl AT g8 IGH ATHS AT 8T TY U= G P e
I I & g8 W b e T @ e ar
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Chhath Puja: The Festival of Equality,
Fraternity, and Cleanliness

& Abhayraj Yadav

olk cultural heritage, deeply rooted in

local traditions and oral transmission,

holds immense historical and cultural
significance but risks fading into obscurity
without proper documentation and
promotion.! One such enduring and eco-
friendly tradition is Chhath Puja?, a Hindu
festival dedicated to the worship of the Sun
God, Surya, along with his consorts, Usha
and Pratyusha. Predominantly celebrated in
the Indian states of Bihar, Jharkhand, and
Uttar Pradesh, as well as parts of Nepal,
Chhath Puja reflects the agrarian society’s
collective reverence for the Sun as a vital
source of life and sustenance.

Globalization and large-scale migration
from India, particularly from Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, have allowed Chhath Puja to
transcend its regional boundaries. Among
the Indian diaspora, this tradition has
evolved into a global celebration, showcasing
the resilience and dedication of expatriate
communities who ensure its vibrant

observance. Today, Chhath Puja stands as
a symbol of cultural unity, celebrated with
remarkable zeal and enthusiasm across the
world, resonating with its enduring cultural
and spiritual essence.’

Historical Context

Chhath Puja traces its origins to the
Vedic period*, with its rituals and worship
practices deeply rooted in the hymns of
the Rigveda. Vedic texts emphasize the
veneration of the Sun God for health,
prosperity, and  overall  well-being,
highlighting the ancient significance of
solar worship in Indian tradition.’'

Numerous legends and beliefs are
associated with the origins of Chhath Puja.
One prominent narrative suggests that
Mata Sita was among the first to observe
the fast associated with this festival.’
According to a widely held account, after
Lord Rama’s return to Ayodhya following
14 years of exile with Mata Sita and

1 Githa Badikilaya, Chhath Puja - A Study in Religious and Cultural Tourism, Atna Journal of Tourism Studies,

2019, Vol. 14, No. 2, p.71.
2 Ibid.

3 https://www.outlookindia.com/brand-studio/how-chhath-puja-is-celebrated-across-the-world-

traditions-in-the-us-uk-singapore-more

4 Alok Kumar Yadav and Jivesh Jha, Chhath Puja in India and Nepal: A festival of sun god, cleanliness, equality
and fraternity, International Journal of Social Science and Education Research, 2024,Vol: 6(2),p.82.
5  Githa Badikilaya, Chhath Puja - A Study in Religious and Cultural Tourism, Atna Journal of Tourism Studies,

2019, Vol. 14, No. 2, p.71.
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Lakshman, a yagya was performed to
absolve them of the sin of killing Ravana.
This ritual was carried out under the
guidance of Sage Mugdal. During the
proceedings, Sage Mugdal consecrated
Mata Sita with the sacred waters of the
Ganga and instructed her to worship Surya
Dev (the Sun God) on the sixth day of the
Shukla Paksha in the month of Kartik.
Mata Sita stayed at Sage Mugdal’s ashram,
observed six days of worship dedicated to
Lord Surya, and concluded the rituals on
the day of Saptami at sunrise, receiving the
blessings of the Sun God. This narrative is
often cited as the origin of the Chhath Puja
traditionAnother prominent legend linked
to Chhath Puja revolves around Karna, the
illustrious warrior from the Mahabharata,
who was the son of Surya. Renowned
for his unwavering devotion to the Sun
God, Karna is believed to have performed
rigorous penance, standing in water for
extended periods and offering Arghya to
the Sun.® His practices are considered to
have influenced the rituals observed during
Chhath Puja.

Additionally, the epic Mahabharata
recounts the association of Chhath Puja
with Draupadi. When the Pandavas lost
their kingdom and wealth in a game of dice,
Draupadi observed the Mahavrat of Chhath
Puja, leading to the fulfillment of her
wishes.” As a result, the Pandavas regained
their lost kingdom and prosperity.

6 Ibid.
Ibid.

~N
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Beyond these legendary narratives,
Chhath Puja is also intricately tied to
agrarian practices and the agricultural
cycle. It is considered a post-harvest festival,
wherein the worship of the Sun God
symbolizes gratitude for the bountiful rice
harvest at the end of the agricultural season.
This connection underscores the festival’s
role in celebrating nature and expressing
reverence for its contributions to human
sustenance.

Rituals

The Chhath Puja begins with a vow to
maintain purity by abstaining from onions,
garlic, hotel-made food, and non-vegetarian
food until the festival’s conclusion. This
vow is a form of devotion and submission
to the God. On the first day, devotees make
a commitment to avoid fish and other non-
vegetarian foods, as well as any unholy
items, throughout the four-day festival.
This practice is called “Machh-maruwa
Barnai.”® While it is commonly believed that
Chhath Puja begins with Nahay Khay, this
is only partially correct. The Puja actually
starts a day earlier with the observance of
“Machh-maruwa Barnai” On the second
day, called Kharna, devotees fast until the
evening, when they break their fast by
offering and sharing a meal of kheer made
from rice, milk, jaggery, and puri. The third
day, known as Saunjh ka Arghya or Pahila
Arghya, is regarded as the most difficult,

8  Alok Kumar Yadav and Jivesh Jha, Chhath Puja in India and Nepal: A festival of sun god, cleanliness, equality
and fraternity, International Journal of Social Science and Education Research, 2024,Vol: 6(2),p.83.

9 Ibid.
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especially for women who observe a strict
fast without food or water. In the evening,
they offer prayers to the Sun God at sunset,
presenting fruits and special foods, such as
Thakuwa, Khaja, sugarcane, and vegetables,
which are prepared in a separate kitchen. A
ritual of applying vermillion to each other’s
foreheads is also performed, believed to
bring blessings for the health and prosperity
of their families. On the fourth day, Bhor
ka Arghya, devotees conclude their 36-
hour fast after offering prayers to the rising
Sun. The offerings, which include fruits
and Prasad, are then shared with family
and friends. The festival is renowned for
its focus on sacrifice and discipline by all,
such as through rituals by women, who
seek divine blessings for the well-being of
their families, including the health of their
husbands and children. Additionally, the
festival traditionally involves offering up to
70 types of homemade foods and fruits. If
a devotee is unable to provide all 70 items,
they must offer Gamhari rice, a special
variety grown in the Terai and northern
India, as a substitute.'”

Deeper Significance

Chhath Puja, apart from its religious
significance of thanking the Sun for a good
life, also holds scientific value in its rituals.
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Devotees pray at the riverbank or stand
in the water for long hours, as ultraviolet
rays of the Sun are at their lowest during
sunrise and sunset. These rays are believed
to detoxify the mind, body, and soul
by removing negative energies."! The
festival reflects deep spiritual connections
and traditional wisdom of women as
active participants in preserving and
celebrating cultural heritage beyond
familial responsibilities. The festival also
strengthens familial ties, with rituals
involving the entire family, from preparing
offerings to participating in prayers.
Rigorous rituals, such as fasting, bathing
in sacred rivers, and offering Arghya to the
Sun, symbolize both physical and spiritual
cleansing. Arguably, this is a festival that
embodies values of equality, fraternity,
socialism, nature, and cleanliness.'

Conclusion

Finally, we can say that this ancient
Hindu festival, Chhath Puja, dedicated to
Chhathi Maiya and the Sun God, celebrates
cultural traditions without idol worship. It
promotes equality, fraternity, and socialism,
as devotees from all backgrounds gather to
pray, fasting for over 36 hours. The festival
encourages family unity, transcending
gender, caste, and economic distinctions.

Ooo

10 Ibid.

11 https://avaada.com/the-science-and-spirituality-behind-chhath-puja-a-journey-into-cosmic-energy-

infusion/ (Accessed on 8" November 2024).
12 Ibid, p.84.
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National Education Policy 2020: A Leap Towards
Transforming India’s Education System

2 Hemant Yadav

he purpose of education system
I as defined by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
Government of India, is to develop good
human beings with compassion, resilience,
scientific temper, and rational thought and
action, who as productive and contributing
citizens of our nation would build an
equitable, inclusive, and plural society as
envisaged by our Constitution. Recognizing
that the pursuit of knowledge (Gyan),
wisdom (Pragyaa), and truth (Satya) was
always considered the highest human goal in
Indian thought and philosophy, the National
Education Policy 2020 strives to reconfigure
the loopholes in the existing education
system in India with the aim of attaining
the global education development agenda
reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) Agenda for
Sustainable Development, adopted by India
in 2015 that seeks to “ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all” by
2030.

The Vision and Mission of NEP 2020

Prioritizingequitableaccesstoeducation
forall wasthe main goal of earlier educational
policies, such as the 1992 amendment to the
National Policy on Education 1986 (NPE
1986/92) and the 2009 Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act ,
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which established the legal foundations for
attaining universal elementary education.
The principles of NEP 2020, however
strives to transform India into a global
knowledge superpower. It emphasizes on
a comprehensive way to recognize each
student’s unique capabilities by prioritizing
multidisciplinary literacy and numeracy,
through a curriculum and pedagogy that
promotes multilingualism, life skills and
ethical values, while leveraging technology
and local contexts. It places teachers at the
heart of the learning process and advocates
for a framework of continuous assessment,
research, and innovation. Further the policy
strives to holistically develop engaged
citizens who are rooted in Indias rich
cultural heritage while being prepared for a
complex, interconnected world.

Restructuring School Education

A solid foundation of early childhood
care and education is prioritized in the
new structure since it holds that a child’s
nurturing should begin at a young age.
Therefore, the main reform brought about by
this policy is the replacement of the existing
“1042” structure with the “5+3+3+4”
structure, which aims to accommodate the
development of children between the ages
of 3 and 18.

Reducing school dropout rates was one




of the main goals of the 2020 education
agenda. Nearly 100% of students are
enrolled in primary school as a result of
programs like the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
and the Right to Education Act, but data
for upper grades shows some significant
issues. Classes 6-8 had a gross enrolment
ratio (GER) of 90.9%, whereas grades 9-10
and 11-12 had GERs of 79.3% and 56.5%,
respectively. Therefore, achieving a 100%
gross enrolment ratio from preschool to
secondary school by 2030 is the goal of NEP
2020.

The New Education Policy has also
made a very important step in filling
teacher shortages as soon as possible. A
student-teacher ratio of less than 30:1 will
be the goal in every school. Areas with a
high proportion of socio - economically
disadvantaged pupils will strive for a
student-teacher ratio of less than 25:1.
Additionally, students will have more
freedom in selecting the courses they take as
academic streams and extracurricular and
curricular, and academic and vocational
streams will not be strictly divided. Creating
national textbooks with local content and
promoting the power of language through
multilingualism are other such initiatives.

Amendments to Higher education

The key policy objectives include the
creation of multidisciplinary universities
in every district, establishing a National
Research foundation, implementation of
merit — based appointments, enhancing
faculty training, improving curriculum,
pedagogy, and student support by increasing
access to scholarships, online education and
infrastructure for disabled learners.

qJa+eR 2024

2dIG / 34

A multiple entry-exit mechanism with
a flexible curriculum that enables students
to study novel combinations of courses and
permits students to leave a course at any
time with the necessary certificate, diploma,
or degree and return to the same course or
a different course later, has been decided
upon.

The creation of an Academic Bank
of Credits (ABC), which would digitally
preserve the academic credits obtained
from different accredited Higher Education
Institutes (HEI), is another important step
that would allow degrees from HEIs to be
granted based on credits gained. Students
will get financial aid through a variety of
channels.

Further, it aims for establishing
research - intensive and teaching -
intensive universities and increasing the
Gross Enrolment Ratio from 26.3% (2018)
to 50% by 2035. Embracing the concept
of ’64 Kalaas’ (arts) from the traditions of
Takshashika and Nalanda, which included
creative subjects, scientific field, vocational
skills, professional disciplines and soft
skills, the policy stresses on integrating
humanities with STEM and encouraging
cross — disciplinary structures. It also aims
to attract international students to India and
provide mobility for Indian students abroad.
Efforts will be made to incentivize the merit
of students belonging to ST, SC, and OBC
and socio - economically disadvantaged
groups and the national scholarship portal
will be expanded to support and track the
progress of students receiving scholarships.

It also focusses on enhancing faculty
motivation through improved teaching and




research quality and creating supportive
academic environments with the help of
peer reviews, student feedback, professional
development and community service.

Challenges and Way Forward

Finding qualified teachers to teach each
topicin their mother tongues and translating
study materials into mother tongues are
two obstacles to the implementation of
this program, according to an article by Dr.
Roshni Singh in the “Times of India > Also,
while students from private institutions
may be introduced to English earlier than
government institutions with subjects
being taught in regional languages as per
NEP 2020, which might exacerbate social
and linguistic divides. The introduction of
different levels of entry and exit in higher

qJa+eR 2024

education might also encourage students to
exit midway.

However, the holistic development as
outlined by NEP 2020 could only be possible
with the efforts and collaboration of both
the central and state level governments and
institutions focusing on the implementation
of the policy from the ground level. For this
purpose, the policy recommends expanding
the Central Advisory Board of Education
and committing to increase public
investment to 6% of GDP. Further, the
implementation principles include the focus
on policy’s spirit and intent through phased
implementation, prioritization of critical
actions, and establishment of collaborative
committees at central and state levels for
comprehensive periodical reviews.

Oooo
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The Quad Summit 2024: A Strategic
Alliance in the Indo-Pacific Region

2 Fathima Fidha

n September 21, 2024, President
O]oseph R. Biden, Jr. hosted Prime

Minister Anthony Albanese of
Australia, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio
of Japan, and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of India in Wilmington, Delaware,
for the fourth Quad Leaders’ Summit.! The
Quad Summit of 2024, formerly known as
Quadrilateral Security dialogue, has evolved
from its origins in disaster relief to become
a comprehensive partnership addressing
regional stability, economic growth, and
democratic values.

Historical Origins and Evolution

As highlighted by the Australian
government department of foreign affairs
and trade’, the Quad is a diplomatic
partnership, not strictly a security dialogue.
Following the Indian Ocean Tsunami of
December 2004, India, Japan, Australia,
and the United States created an informal
alliance to collaborate on disaster relief
efforts. The group first met in 2007 on the
side line of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), but however, the
partnership ceased to exist in 2008. Later in
2017, they re-established the negotiations
on the side lines of the ASEAN summit. The

four countries agreed to revive their Quad
partnership to counter the China’s military
diplomatic, and economic influence in the
Indo-Pacific region.

On 12 March, 2021 an inaugural
virtual leaders’ summit was conducted and
President Biden of USA hosted the first
in-person summit in Washington on 24
September, 2021 with PM Scott Morrison
(Australia), PM Narendra Modi (India)
and PM Yoshihide Suga (Japan) as its
participants. On 4 March, 2022 a virtual
summit was conducted that focussed on
reaffirming Indo-Pacific ~commitment
amid Ukraine conflict and humanitarian
crisis. On 24 May, 2022 the second in-
person summit was held in Tokyo hosted
by PM Kishida (Japan); PM Anthony
Albanese (Australia), PM Narendra Modi
(India), President Biden (USA) were its
participants who were accompanied by
Foreign Ministers including Minister
Wong  (Australia), Minister Hayashi
(Japan), Minister Jaishankar (India) and
Secretary Blinken (USA). Further on
20 May, 2023 a third in-person summit
was held in Hiroshima and PM Anthony
Albanese (Australia), PM Narendra Modi

1 https://in.usembassy.gov/fact-sheet-2024-quad-leaders-summit/ (Accessed on 12" November 2024).
2 https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/regional-architecture/quad (Accessed on 14" November

2024).
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(India), PM Kishida (Japan), President
Biden (USA) were its participants. The
significant First Quad Vision Statement
was issued during this summit. The
fourth In-Person Summit in Wilmington,
Delaware was held on 21 September 2024,
hosted by President Biden, that focused
on reaffirming commitment to deepening
cooperation and delivering practical
outcomes for the region.

Strategic Developments of 2024 Summit

The prime minister of India, giving
his opening remarks at the summit stated,
“Our meeting is taking place at a time
when the world is surrounded by tensions
and conflicts. In such a situation, the
QUAD’s working together on the basis of
shared democratic values is very important
for the entire humanity” and added “Free,
open, inclusive and prosperous Indo-
Pacific is our shared priority and shared
commitment.” The Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India*, emphasised
Quad’s leading ambitious projects to help
partners address pandemics and disease;
respond to natural disasters; strengthen
their maritime domain awareness and
maritime security; mobilize and build
high-standard  physical and digital
infrastructure; invest in and benefit
from critical and emerging technologies;
confront the threat of climate change;
bolster cyber security; and cultivate the
next generation of technology leaders.
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Resilient collaborators for the Indo-
Pacific

For the purpose of addressing common
goals and provide opportunities for partners
intheIndo-Pacificarea, the Quad Leadersand
Foreign Ministers have convened six times
in the last four years. The leaders unveiled
fresh plans to improve collaboration and
guarantee the Quad’s lasting influence. Each
administration pledged to cooperate with
their respective legislatures to strengthen
inter-parliamentary exchanges and to secure
strong funding for Quad priorities.

Global health care and health security

In order to promote health security in
the Indo-Pacific, the Quad Health Security
Partnership seeks to improve cooperation
and coordination. With an initial focus on
cervical cancer, the Quad Cancer Moonshot
seeks to reduce cancer deaths in the
region by utilizing both public and private
resources. Along with its ongoing support
of the Pandemic Fund, it is dedicated to
bolstering health security and resilience
initiatives throughout the area. Further, it
intends to work together to advance fair
access to Mpox vaccinations that are safe,
efficacious, and guaranteed to be of high
quality.

Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief

For more than 20 years, Quad has
collaborated to address disaster relief
and humanitarian aid (HADR) in the

3 https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/pm-us-visit-quad-summit-modi-biden-meeting-greenville-global-
issues-2604218-2024-09-22 (Accessed on 14" November 2024).
4 https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/38327/Fact+Sheet+2024+Quad+Leaders+Summit

(Accessed on 15™ November 2024).
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Indo-Pacific area.” It strives to guarantee
preparedness to respond to future natural
catastrophes and has contributed more
than $5 million in humanitarian aid in the
wake of the 2004 earthquake and tsunami
in the Indian Ocean. It also focuses on
maintaining an open and free Indo-Pacific,
enhancing marine domain awareness, and
maritime security.

Maritime security

In 2022, Quad established the Indo-
Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain
Awareness  (IPMDA), which offers
participants ~ state-of-the-art, near-real-
time, and affordable radio frequency data.
Through this initiative, more than two
dozen countries now have access to dark
vessel maritime domain. Quad intends to
continue providing the region with state-
of-the-art capabilities and information by
layering additional data and technology into
IPMDA. The Quad Indo-Pacific Logistics
Network pilot project aims to share airlift
capacity among the four countries and
utilize their combined logistics assets. In
order to enhance interoperability, it also
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intends to deploy the first-ever Quad at-Sea
Ship Observer Mission in 2025.°

Improved infrastructure

To boost connectivity, expand regional
capacity, and address urgent requirements,
Quad provides the area with high-quality,
resilient infrastructure and assists supply
chain resilience, essential and emerging
technologies, renewable energy, and
other high-quality projects in the Indo-
Pacific. The Quad also announced its
shared Principles for Development and
Deployment of Digital Public Infrastructure.
The Future Partnership will leverage the
Quad’s experience to promote resilient and
sustainable port infrastructure.

In essence, Quad Summit 2024 is
characterized by its commitment to regional
cooperation, addressing security challenges,
and enhancing collaborative responses to
global issues, particularly in the context
of countering Chinas growing influence.
Additionally, it also strives to collaborate
on technology, climate, energy, space, cyber
security and terrorism.’”

ooo

5  https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/35745/Guidelines_for_Quad_Partnership_on_
Humanitarian_Assistance_and_Disaster_Relief HADR_in_the_IndoPacific (Accessed on 15" November

2024).

6  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=2057454 (Accessed on 15" November 2024).
7 https://in.usembassy.gov/fact-sheet-2024-quad-leaders-summit/ (Accessed on 15" November 2024).
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Interview with Mr. Rakesh Rao,
CORE Heritage

2 Student Editorial Board

(( museum that displays weapons
Ais not the same as one that is
devoted to them. There are
many museums on the Indian soil, but
none of them are devoted to the country’s
traditional war literature and art. Therefore,
the ultimate goal of the Centre of Oriental
Research and Education for Heritage is to
study Indian traditional governance and
all forms of war literature with the aim to
preserve Indian cultural heritage”

— Mr. Rakesh Rao,
Founder CORE Heritage

In an enlightening interview with Mr.
Rakesh Rao, a researcher at CORE Heritage,
conducted during an educational excursion
organized by Samvaad, Department of
Political Science of P.G.D.A.V. College,
University of Delhi at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts, the editorial
board got to initiate a fruitful dialogue that
delved into the richness of India’s warrior
legacy during Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s
reign and the intricacies of museology.

CORE Heritage, operating as a non-
governmental organization, faces several
challenges in its preservation mission. Mr.
Rao outlined solutions to three primary
obstacles faced by them, including that of
financial sustainability, finding permanent
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space to exhibit, and the management of
workforce. To tackle these challenges the
organization generates revenue through
exhibitions, conservation services, and film
consultancy, instead of relying on donations.
“We’ve been involved in major productions
like ‘Mangal Pandey’ and current projects
like ‘Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Ji’s serial,”
he revealed. With the cooperation and
support of Pandit Mahadev Shastri Joshi’s
family, CORE Heritage was able to secure
premises at no expense, that allows stable
operations. The organization operates
through dedicated volunteers and its
founders’ commitment to working without
remuneration. “Around 40 volunteers,
through their selfless service, contribute to
our goals,” he noted.

When asked about the relevance of
historical figures like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharajin today’s time, Mr. Rao emphasized
their significance by stating, “Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj embodied qualities such as
patience, charity, innovation, self-control,
and unwavering determination in the face
of adversity, making him highly relevant
even in today’s context.”

Nine artifacts directly used by
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj are among
the remarkable collection of authentic
weaponry kept at CORE Heritage. “Six of




these historical weapons are on display,
including swords, a shield, a gun, and a
Katara (push dagger),” Mr Rao indicated.
“These were presented to Sarsenapati
Hambirrao Mohite during Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj’s coronation ceremony.”

One of the most fascinating aspects
of CORE Heritage's work is to preserve
unique artifacts like their poisonous sword
and antient bulletproof shields. “Richard
Burton, a British officer, documented in
his ‘Book of Sword’ that Indian shields
could stop traditional gun bullets,” Mr.
Rao highlighted. “Through our research
and X-ray analysis of preserved shields, we
discovered that treated buffalo hide was
used to create bullet-resistant protection.”

Further, Mr. Rao provided interesting
comparisons between Maratha and Mughal
artifacts, representing their distinct ideas
and use of resources. “Maratha artifacts
were primarily functional and practical,
designed for utility in warfare, and in
contrast Mughal artifacts display higher
levels of artistry and sophistication, often
incorporating luxurious materials like gold,
silver, and precious stones.”

When asked about the support provided
by women and children during wars, based
ontheweaponsdisplayed, Mr.Rao noted that
the collection includes specially designed
weapons for young warriors to groom their
martial training since childhood. Further
he revealed the contributions made by
women warriors like Rani Laxmibai, Rani
Durgavati, Rani Rupmati, Rajmata Jijabali,
Rajmata Ahilyabai Holkar, who were at the
forefront and showed resilience and bravery.
“Maharani Tarabai led the resistance
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against Aurangzeb’s forces for seven years.”
He highlighted to emphasize that unlike
conventional notions, women and children
were active participants in warfare and not
just passive observers.

Discussing preparation for threats in
general setups with reference to a painting
on display in which the textiles had pleats,
Mr. Rao emphasized on the constant
potential for threats by giving the example
of Maharana Pratap and Shakti Singh at
Haldighati. When Shakti Singh learned
his brother was in danger, he abandoned
Mansingh’s side and joined Maharana
Pratap, saving his life. Through this example,
he highlighted how warfare has influenced
social customs in India through traditions,
“For instance, during weddings, the
Kshatriya groom and the uncles from both
sides carry swords which is a practice that
emerged from the uncertainty of conflicts
and the need for constant vigilance.”

Addressing the relevance of historical
weapons in modern warfare, Mr. Rao
acknowledged their limitations, given
today’s technological advancement; even
still emphasized on their cultural value,
“While it would be impossible to use these
historical weapons in todays military
operations, the principles of ‘Shastra Vidya’
(martial arts) remain relevant for self-
defence and prevention of wrongdoings.”

CORE Heritage runs innovative
programs like “Touch and Feel to
Experience the History, which allows
participants to interact with models of
historical weapons. “These demonstrations
help people understand the challenges of
traditional warfare and its relevance to




our understanding of history,;, Mr. Rao
explained. One of the highlights of this
initiative was the miniature model of cannon
which was stalled to illustrate the challenges
faced in traditional warfare. “When facing
an enemy, if your gun fails to fire, they’ll
close in and defeat you. This highlights the
importance of staying vigilant and prepared.
Even if your instrument malfunctions, its
crucial to remain focused on your objective
without abandoning the frontline. We
emphasized the significance of standing
firm against the enemy with unwavering
resolve. This demonstration aimed to
convey the importance of historical warfare,
spanning 300-400 years, and its relevance to
our understanding of history.”

When inquired about the potential
misuse of martial knowledge, Mr. Rao
emphasized on their careful approach, “Just
like science, this knowledge can be used for
both good and bad purposes. We thoroughly
assess a student’s character during training
through their eyes, lifestyle, and behaviour.
If we detect negative intentions, we never
proceed with training” He added that they
maintain the capability to address any
misuse of knowledge by former students as
redressal mechanism.

CORE Heritage is engaged in several
other ongoing projects including the
identification of arms and armour, which
has been going on for the past 11 years;
conservation and preservation using
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traditional knowledge over the last 30 to
35 years; manufacturing techniques of
arms and armour, since past 45 years; and
the current year project, conservation
and preservation of jail structures. For
those interested in supporting CORE
Heritage’s mission, Mr. Rao encouraged
the development of expertise in their field
of study “Do best in your discipline and
become an expert in it first, and then join
CORE Heritage. We welcome volunteers
who can help with public outreach and
exhibition arrangements.”

Towards the end of the interview Mr.
Rao demonstrated some of his basic self-
defence techniques and advocated the
importance of being educated on the antient
scriptures to understand the philosophies of
life. Through this valuable interview, we got
to learn about CORE Heritage’s work which
acts as a crucial bridge between India’s
martial past and its future. Through careful
conservation, preservation, restoration and
responsible transmission of knowledge, the
organization ensures that valuable historical
artifacts and traditions continue to inform
and inspire future generations while
maintaining their authenticity and cultural
significance. The interview reveals how
dedicated individuals and organizations can
overcome significant challenges to preserve
cultural heritage, making it accessible and
relevant to contemporary audiences while
maintaining its historical integrity.
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Peculiar Arms and Armours from CORE Heritage

1. Vila: j

‘P
6. Sarsenapati Hambirrao Mohite’s sword

2.Khanda:

N
3. Mugrab: \

4. Jamdhar

5.Horsemen’s spear:
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18. kabja:

19. Muzzle loading guns: (in order) Afghan, Turkey,
Rajasthan, South India, Madhya Pradesh, Maratha

12. chain mail:

14. sarota cum daggers 4 N

AL

AL

13. ivory bichua: 15. European dagger

W
‘I \;a” '
@
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16. Arab dagger: \ |
[ ]

17. women and children:
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20. Gun accessories
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BOOK REVIEW

The India Way: strategic Diplomacy
during Global Complexities

5 Krisha

uncertainty, S. Jaishankar’s “The India

Way: Strategies for an Uncertain World”
provides a compelling roadmap for India’s
diplomatic transformation. The book
draws from Jaishankar’s extensive 41-year
diplomatic career, including pivotal roles
as Ambassador to the USA, China, and
Singapore to offer a nuanced exploration of
India’s foreign policy evolution and the need
for it to craft its own strategies and solutions
in a complex global landscape.

In an era of unprecedented global

The book meticulously traces India’s
70-year journey in foreign policy, outlining
six distinct phases that highlight a narrative
of gradual strategic maturation. The first
phase, from 1947 to 1962, is characterized
by an era of optimistic nonalignment. This
was followed by the period from 1962 to
1971, marked by realism and recovery.
The third phase, spanning 1971 to 1991,
saw India asserting itself regionally. From
1991 to 1998, the country emerged as
a nuclear power, signalling its growing
strategic autonomy. The fifth phase, from
1998 to 2014, involved balancing global
power dynamics as India navigated its
role on the world stage. Finally, the sixth
phase, beginning in 2014 under Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership, represents a
transformative period in Indias foreign
policy trajectory.

TdIG / 44

Exploring the Chapters: Perspectives and
Strategies

In “The Lessons of Awadh” Jaishankar
wars against India’s strategic complacency,
drawing lessons from the downfall of
Awadh Nawabs. He criticizes India’s past
inability to foresee changes in the world,
including the postponed advancement of
nuclear technology and economic reforms.
He exhorts India to pursue a proactive
foreign policy stance in order to prevent
being taken by surprise by the balance of
power in the world.

Focusing on the evolving US-China
rivalry, the chapter on “The Art of the
Disruption” lays emphasis on India needs
to strategically handle these upheavals and
transform obstacles into opportunities. The
chapter emphasizes how crucial it is for
India to preserve equilibrium while taking
advantage of its special place in the world
order.

Chapter 3: Krishna’s Choice, uses the
Mahabharata as a metaphor, where Krishna’s
counsel to Arjuna reflects the need for tough
decisions in the face of moral dilemmas.
This chapter resonated deeply with me, as
it highlighted the importance of balancing
idealism with practicality in decision-
making. Krishna’s emphasis on duty over
hesitation mirrored my own struggles in




making tough choices. Jaishankar’s point
that India must make hard decisions to
secure its future felt especially relevant and
thought-provoking.

India’s  antiquated  policies and
reluctance to connect with the world are
criticized in “The Dogmas of Delhi.”
Jaishankar demands that these “dogmas”
be abandoned in favour of a more bold and
contemporary strategy. Instead of holding
onto outdated ideals that no longer suit
India’s strategic interests, he emphasizes the
significance of adjusting foreign policy to
the realities of the present.

In Chapter 5 “Mandarins and Masses,”
Jaishankar investigates how public opinion
is increasingly influencing diplomacy.
The chapter highlights the growing
interdependence of foreign actions and
domestic expectations. He contends that
in order to prevent a gap between the
expectations of the populace and the acts of
the government, officials must successfully
manage this equilibrium.

In “The Nimzo-Indian Defence,
Jaishankar discusses methods for controlling
Chinas ascent. Strong bilateral ties and
well-defined boundaries are emphasized
throughout the chapter. According to him,
India needs a mix of cooperation and
competition to handle Chinas growing
influence.

Chapter 7 called “A Delayed destiny,”
Jaishankar examines India’s alliance with
Japan, emphasizing how it has the potential
to alter the balance of power in Asia. He
further discusses how shared democratic
values and economic goals make the
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relationship essential for the region’s
stability and India’s strategic interests.

India’s marine strategy and its place
in the Indo-Pacific region are examined
by Jaishankar in the chapter “The Pacific
Indian” He contends that protecting trade
channels and fending off geopolitical
challenges require India’s involvement in
this field. The necessity for India to increase
its economic and naval might in the area is
emphasized in the chapter.

Reflections and Analysis

The emphasis on the necessity of
striking a balance between expert decision-
making and the opinions of the general
public in foreign policy, particularly in
Chapter 5 of Mandarins and Masses, is
what most impacted me from this book.
According to Dr. S. Jaishankar, diplomacy
must take into account the concerns of
the general public even if it is frequently
influenced by a small number of politicians.
The chapter, for instance, addresses how
India’s international activities, such as trade
regulations or strategic partnerships, have a
direct impact on people’s employment and
financial prospects. This got me to thinking
about how to better explain foreign policy
choices to the common people in order to
gain their support and comprehension.
For me, the most applicable and accessible
takeaway was that a nation’s standing in
the world is strengthened when national
strategy is linked to public ambitions.

Conclusion

From the above analysis, it can be
concluded that S. Jaishankar’s The India
Way transcends traditional diplomatic




literature and provides a forward- looking
and pragmatic understanding of how India
can navigate the complexities of a rapidly
changing world. The book emphasizes the
need for strategic thinking, adaptability,
and balancing traditional values with
modern realities. It highlights the
importance of addressing challenges such
as rising global powers, regional conflicts,
and shifting alliances while focusing on
India’s unique strengths. By analysing
historical missteps and presenting
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actionable insights, the book encourages
India to take a more assertive and
proactive role in global affairs. Jaishankar
also underscores the importance of
connecting national policies with public
interests, ensuring that foreign policy is
not just confined to the elite but resonates
with the broader population. This
approach makes the book a valuable guide
for policy — makers, scholars and citizens
on understanding how India can shape its
destiny in an uncertain world.

Ooo
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Feedbacks on First Edition

Great initiative by Department of Political Science, P.G.D.A.V. College. The range of
intellectual exploration from election analysis, political thought, cultural diversity,
data insights, policy analysis, to geopolitical insights, help us to understand political
science as a dynamic, lived discipline that beautifully connects all these aspects together.

* Sanjana, PHD scholar, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru university

This newsletter is a great way to spread awareness and inculcate general knowledge
amongst students. For students of political science, knowledge stands as their biggest
strengths and SAMVAAD can play a great role in developing that. Major credits to the
editors and the faculty co-ordinators for taking up this amazing opportunity for fostering
knowledge and critical thinking.

e Varsha Das, Core-Committee Member, Constitutional Law Studies and Orientation
Committee, School of Law, Christ University, Bangalore

The newsletter is an impressive showcase of academic and intellectual diversity. It
certainly goes beyond surface level reporting and offers thoughtful perspectives. This
dynamic approach stands out as an inspiration for all. Looking forward for future editions.

*  Bhavana, Editor Head, Women Development Cell, Miranda House, University of Delhi

Samvaad monthly newsletter is a commendable initiative by the department of
political science, P.G.D.A.V. College, University of Delhi. It is a significant step towards
fostering a vibrant academic and research culture among students.

*  Chaitanya Bhaskar, Vice President, NITI- The Policy Discourse Forum, Kirori Mal
College, University of Delhi.

I'm glad to know about Samvaad Newsletter; it’s a fantastic initiative that highlights the
Political Science Departments thriving ecosystem. The professional design, faculty-student
integration, and inclusion of a variety of perspectives, display a commendable start.

* Parina Mehta, President, Republica, Association of Political Science, Atma Ram
Sanatan Dharma College, University of Delhi

As a former student and office bearer of the Political Science department, PG.D.A.V.
College, I'm genuinely impressed by this initiative. Back in our time, we had come up with
the annual magazine, and now reading this newsletter makes me feel nostalgic and proud.
It definitely provides a comprehensive platform for showcasing academic and analytical
rigour. The breadth of articles and the professional approach are remarkable. The newsletter
is not just a document; it’s a reflection of the department’s evolving academic vision.

— Ajay Rathod, Cadet, Indian Naval Academy (Alumni)
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